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WHAT’S ON OUR MINDS - Reflections from the Stillwaters staff & board
FINALLY! On April 17, work will begin in earnest
on a very long-awaited restoration project. In 2000,
we invited agents from many federal, state and
local agencies to come stand with us on W.
Kingston Road and see the benefit of removing the
tiny 5’ culvert that is choking off the estuary at that
point. They all agreed—yes, it was a great
restoration project that would have big benefits!

human houses and deadly cars,
the opening up of the estuary at
this point will allow the ebb and
flow of a big system. The grasses,
the invertebrates, the fish, birds and
mammals — all the species that depend on the
marsh bounty are waiting as we are, for the
glorious day the dike of a road is removed.

But first things first—wisdom has it that you start
at the mouth of a creek, so we started with the S.
Kingston culvert. Eleven years later we saw that
culvert removed and the Stillwaters Fish Passage
took its place, as the lower estuary was finally
opened up to flow freely.

For many years now, Stillwaters has studied the
estuary and marsh, monitoring and recording the
potential changes before and after the removal of
these culverts. What we are seeing, along with
collecting useful data, is that the marsh and
estuary are full of wonderful mysteries, things that
are revealed only in this unique kind of habitat.

Through dogged work with the County and the
Suquamish Tribe, working with mitigation funds
from the Navy, we are about to see our original
dream become reality. This year, not only will the
tiny culvert be removed, the huge dike of the
roadbed will be replaced with a 150’ bridge, finally
opening up the upper estuary and marsh.

Unique vegetation has been found, grasses that
are only grow where there is a mix of saline and
fresh water, even some still not identified.
Underwater photography has shown various
fishes’ presence in both the lower and upper
estuary. The marsh drainage channels are full of
life, providing food and cover for those small fish.

Humans, eagles, pileated woodpeckers, beavers
We are excited to see what will happen when the
and their friends are all going to be a little upset
with the construction noise and inconvenience. But dike is removed and the ebb and flow is restored
to a natural state. Will there be greater inundation
it is so worth it!
of tides in the marsh? How will the plants
respond? Will more trees fall to become much
The estuary and marsh are critical habitat to
needed large woody material? Will the sediments
restore and protect, especially in our growing,
still be filtered through the plants to share their
urbanized landscape. As they are crowded by
nutrients and to grow the marsh biomass? Will
even more sediments washed in on the tides raise
the elevation of the marsh? It’s more that just a

salmon story . . .

It’s an exciting scientific and organic time for our
community! Learn more at our Watershed
Science Night—Thursday, March 30—7 pm at the
Suquamish Tribal Center (more info on p. 3).

WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE
Find a place to jump in . . .










Stillwaters Fish Passage Monitoring — Citizen
Scientists are doing estuary, stream & salt
marsh monitoring,
sediment analysis,
recording data
collected, monthly
birding, underwater fish
presence photography,
marsh photo reference
log, drainage channel
characterization, Large
Woody Material survey,
metals monitoring, tidal
elevation and more.
Other work coming up
includes vegetation & insect surveys. Monitors
needed!
Interns from U.W. Program on Environment &
WWU-Huxley College of the Environment—
connecting students to the watershed & field
work has been excellent training for them &
helpful for us. Michael Rodkinson, intern from
UW, has been here Winter quarter, doing the
fish presence survey. Jonathan is our next
intern from WWU, who will be working on GIS
data with Fawn. Fawn is doing her graduate
thesis here for Evergreen University, besides
being on staff.
More Training & Teaching — New Monitors are
continually learning on the job, but they got an
intensive training session in January.
Trail, Campus, & ‘Earth ’ Work — Fifteen tall
willows laid down behind the barn late last Fall,
creating a
very big
cleanup
project and
sparking
construction
of a new
woodshed,
which is
Phase 1. The
planting &
restoration of
those woods
(Phase 2) will
be done in April. This project is being done by
KHS Interact Students and Rotary members.











Other KHS students spent a day in March
eradicating some invasive species around
the campus.
Outreach — We’re working with Kitsap
County to spread word about the W. Kingston
Bridge—coming in April! It will be the theme
for most events here this year — see p. 2.
Event Planning — 2017 EcoFest & Dinner
planning is underway, and more Event
Planners are needed! It’s fun! Join us!
Board Development — Additional members
are invigorating our board as usual fund
raising continues. We are also doing planning
and strategizing for moving Stillwaters into
the future.
Office Assistance & Mailings — these are
critical! Jump into a mailing party or help out
in the office regularly.
Book Sale & Native Plant Sale — The Used
Book Sale is a year-round activity — with
books to sort, & lots to list online (where we
raise most of our funds). Native Plants are for
sale, available whenever we’re open.
Meeting & Planning by the Stillwaters Staff,
Board & Committees — New members are
needed on the board & several committees.
That’s a lot going on! No way to do all this
without volunteers. See p. 6, & join us!

Thanks for these special donations:
 Used Books from many folks
 Pest Control from Critter Ridders
 Legal Advice from Beebe, Roberts & Bryan
 Chiropractic Services from Gaitlink
Chiropractic Center in Pt. Gamble
 Access to their land for monitoring from
Suzanne Arness, Jenny Davis, Steve & Sally
Heacock, Kingston Hill Homeowners
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WHAT’S COMING UP

STILLWATERS SPONSORS

WATERSHED SCIENCE NIGHT —
A BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE — Thursday, March
30, 7 pm, at Suquamish Tribal Center – Tribal
Council Chambers (18490 Suquamish Way NE) –
across the parking lot from the Shell Station, with
plenty of free parking.

We are honored & energized by
our sponsors! These businesses have an
interest in a vibrant community, clean water, &
an educated population.

STILLWATERS SPONSORS for 2017:

The bridge work starts April 17th on West
Kingston Road! It has brought more attention to
the estuary restoration project in Kingston. Many
people ask about the research we are doing in the
estuary and salt marsh. And just exactly why are
they building that 150-foot bridge anyway? What is
so great about the
marsh and estuary?
Here is your chance to
learn all about it!

BEEBE, ROBERTS & BRYAN, PLLC
GAITLINK CHIROPRACTIC
LANDAU ASSOCIATES
COLUMBIA BANK
WEST SOUND WILDLIFE SHELTER
MI SUENO TACOS & MORE
If you or your business would like to join this
auspicious group , contact us (360-297-1226).

Meet our graduate
student (Fawn) from
Evergreen University
and our intern (Michael,
right) from University of
Washington. Learn about the exciting projects
happening on the Stillwaters campus that bring
together community members and students to
create meaningful scientific research. See some
of the data compilation, and learn about the
interesting and significant results to date.

ECO CRUISES are fascinating & fun no matter
what the weather. Cruises coming up in May,
June, & September expose students of all ages to
the wonders of Puget Sound. Watch the email
newsletters for exact dates & sign up early! Get
on our email list — send your email to
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org.
SUMMER SOLSTICE PICNIC — Wednesday, June
21st, 5:30 pm at Stillwaters. Great time to meet &
greet your Stillwaters community, and see the
progress on the bridge from a very excellent
vantage point — our salt marsh platform — with
guided tours. We hope this will become an annual
event!

MARCH FOR SCIENCE — Saturday, April 22, in
Seattle. Celebrate Earth Day with Stillwaters as
we join the regional March for Science! We hope
to have a Stillwaters contingency present. It’s a
great way to keep speaking up for Earth. See the
info at March for Science. And get on our email list
to get the details as the date gets closer— send
your email address to
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org.

SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP — week of August 7,
for middle-school students. Learn about field
investigation here and elsewhere. More details to
come. For more information, get on our email list
— see below.

ECOFEST —
Saturday, May 13—11
am—3 pm, at
Stillwaters. “Love
Your Mother Earth!”
Join us for another
wonderful day of
science learning for
all ages. Looking for
places to get
connected? This is a
great time to speak
up, sign up, and
demonstrate your love for Earth.

GET CURRENT NATURE
NEWS BY EMAIL
You can receive weekly updates on
Stillwaters activities, many of the latest
local environmental activities, & action
suggestions, too .
Just send your email address to
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org
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GREET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

for the Navy on environmental issues, such as
radiation control, the fuel quality control lab,
storm water discharge monitoring, the oily
wastewater treatment plant, designing and
outfitting a new lab, redesigning the waste water
treatment plant, a delayed release Salmon rearing
program, managing hazardous waste cleanups,
and more. Ken was one of the first designated
Environmental Scientists for the Navy.

MARILYN LOVE

MA English, BA English, AA
Accounting

Marilyn moved to
Washington in 1999 from
Ruston, Louisiana. She
worked sixteen years in
Seattle in various
industries as a Financial
Specialist and Budget
Analyst. She also was an
adjunct professor at
Olympic College where
she taught Technical Writing, Elements of
Argument and Beginning and Advanced
Composition.

LINDA STREISSGUTH

BS Business Admin, Certified
Planner

A native of western
Washington, Linda has lived
in Kitsap County since 1993
where she has served on
numerous community and
public sector boards and
Commissions, including the
Harrison Hospital Board of
Trustees, both the Bremerton and Kitsap Housing
Authorities, Kitsap Economic Development
Alliance and the Puget Sound Regional
Coordinating Council. She currently also serves
on the Hood Canal Coordinating Council’s Citizen
Advisory Group.

Marilyn grew up in a military family and has
lived in many states plus England, Bermuda
and Johnston Island. She has been retired for
two years and decided to do something to help
support and sustain the community where she
lives.
FREDRICK BRANCHFLOWER

BS BioChemistry, MS Operations Research/Systems
Analysis

We have known Linda most recently as a Kitsap
County Commissioner and Puget Sound Energy
(PSE) regional executive.

Fredrick was born and
raised in the Northwest. He
served 20 years in the U.S.
Naval Submarine Force. He
started his own software
development firm, and he
founded a firm that
developed building
materials using recycled
goods.

BETH BERGLUND

MBA Sustainable Systems, BS
Chemical Engineering

BS Environmental Science

Beth recently received an
MBA in Sustainable
Systems with an Energy
Systems Certificate from
Pinchot University
(formerly Bainbridge
Graduate Institute ). She
has 25 years of experience
as an environmental and sustainability
professional at Merck, a pharmaceutical research
and manufacturing company.

After college, Ken stayed in this area, working

Beth was born in a suburb of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin and moved to New Jersey after college
to use her Chemical Engineering degree as an
“intrapreneur" — to drive environmental
improvements from within a large multinational
corporation. Since settling in Kingston in 2007,
Beth has been experimenting to reduce her
consumer footprint and is exploring personal and
community level resilience.

When not working around Stillwaters, Fredrick
is actively involved as a member of Kingston
Rotary, Kingston Cares, and Coffee Oasis.

KEN PATTERSON

Ken grew up in southern
California, and joined the
Navy in 1968. When he
got out, he attended
Olympic College and
Western Washington
University-Huxley College
of the Environment.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

Faith and Environment -- the Earth Ministry
website (earthministry.org/advocacy) will
inspire you to be an Earth advocate from a
faith-based perspective. Great website, and
local activities listed, too.

More than ever NOW is the time to get involved!
Do whatever you can to stand up for Earth .
Check out some of these (or other) websites. Find
at least 3 or 4 (here or elsewhere) that resonate
with you, & get on their mail lists. And then
RESPOND — learn more, sign their petitions ,
donate, or volunteer. Raise your voice for EARTH!

General Environmental Advocacy Sites —
Contacting your representatives will be easier
if you put their numbers in your 'contacts' on
your phone. Sen. Patty Murray: (202) 2242621 and Sen. Maria Cantwell: (202) 2243441. Find your representative
(www.house.gov/representatives/find) and
add them, too. Be ready to register your
opinion!

March for Science -- on Earth Day, April 22. We
hope to have a Stillwaters contingency at the big
march in Seattle. Right now you can get more info
and get registered at the March for Science
Seattle Facebook page. Or look at the global
scene (www.marchforscience.com) and find a
march near you.

The Sierra Club (sierraclub.org) That last
suggestion comes from a good source for
environmental advocacy activity. Sign up for
their alerts about environmental issues of all
sorts.

Local Action Groups — There is likely an
“Indivisible” Group near you. This is a group of
real people in your community (not just virtual
connections) who want to make a difference.
Broader in scope than just environmental action,
but you can select your focus. Find a group near
you at Indivisible (www.indivisibleguide.com).

Natural Resources Defense Council
(www.nrdc.org) climate, health, energy,
water, food & communities, with links for
advocacy.
Union of Concerned Scientists
(www.ucsusa.org) campaigns & actions
relating to climate, energy, food, nuclear
power & nuclear weapons. Also includes tips
& tool kits for advocates.
Earth Justice (www.earthjustice.org/action)
focusing on environmental & wildlife
protection, clean energy, food safety, clean
water & air, & climate change.

Wildlife —
National Wildlife Federation (www.nwf.org)
Wildlife education & protection.
Audubon (www.audubon.org/takeaction) natural
ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, &
their habitats.

Five Calls -- www.5Calls.org. For people that
can make a few phone calls per week. Short
summaries of the timely issues and links to the
elected official or agency contact information
that has the power to make an impact.

Wildlife News (www.thewildlifenews.com)
information site about actions affecting all wildlife
& public lands in the West.
Join Woodland Park Zoo (www.zoo.org) in
speaking up for the last 10 grizzlies in
Washington state. Read more about the need and
find the link to respond at the Woodland Park Zoo
blog page.

Food & Farming —
Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to
Pesticides (http://www.pesticide.org/
take_action) The health of the environment in
general, and use of ecologically sound
solutions to reduce the use of pesticides.

Sustainability — Center for the New American
Dream (www.newdream.org) has a little of
everything to be sustainable.

Green America (www.greenamerica.org)
links to campaigns about food safety,clean
energy, world trade practices.
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Volunteers are Making it Happen!
All of what we do at Stillwaters is done by or with our volunteers! Join us! Call 360-297-1226.
Here’s our crew so far in 2017 — Thanks!! *15+ hours **50+ hours ***100+ ****250+ hours
Jenise Bauman
Mark Baze
Beth Berglund*
Aiden Bowers
Frederick Branchflower
Betsy Cooper
Kinley Deller
Nancy Dumcum*
Hillary Eichler
Shari Evans
Victor Hanson
Sally Heacock
Jane Hermanson
Severne Johnson
Nancy Karle
William Thomas Kiley

Marilyn Love
Amy Maule
Sue Michaelis*
Julia Miller
Cindi** & Tom* Nevins

ONGOING OPPORTUNITIES

Gretchen Palmer
Ken Patterson
Patti Pearson
Kathy Peters
Mardie Prescott
Kayleen Pritchard
Carol Rappaport
Fiona Shannon
Sharon Smuin
Linda Streissguth*
Dawn Strickland
Tom Strickland
Carolina Veenstra
Laurie Yamamura
Chazz Zacharof



HABITAT MONITORS: Collect water quality
data monthly in the estuary or creek. We do
stream monitoring on Sundays; estuary
monitoring dates vary. We also need monitors
to help with the salt marsh & estuary sampling
of soils, bugs, & more. Training is provided.



LIST BOOKS: We need people to list books
online, done in the office; we’ll show you how.



SORT BOOKS: The books for our Book Sale
can be sorted on your schedule, once we show
you the system.



COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Help needed now for
Event, Program, & Development Committees.



PROPERTY & TRAIL WORK: Special gardening,
painting, clean-up, & other odd jobs . . .








VOLUNTEERS ARE PRICELESS around Stillwaters!
You can get on our email list to be notified of
projects & respond when you can.
To volunteer, call 360-297-1226 or email to
patti@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org

MORE — CURRENT PROJECTS
Help install interpretive signs
Native Plant Nursery tending
Office assistant, help with mailings
Plant cedars in upper wetland
Remove Ivy & Blackberries at monitoring sites
Install solar lights on driveway

MEET AN INTERN
Michael Rodkinson is a
senior at the University of
Washington, majoring in
Environmental Studies
with interests in the fields
of systems science and
the interactions of aquatic
ecosystems.

STILLWATERS’ WISH LIST
Contact Naomi Maasberg at 360-297-1226 or
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org.
For the Monitoring Program, Trails & Property:
 Point/shoot digital camera in good condition
 Re-bar and PVC type pipes, flagging tape
 Lumber & construction materials —usable
 Pop-up tents in good condition
 Garden tools, Hammers, Pliers,
Measuring Tapes, Loppers
 6-foot or 4-foot plastic top folding tables
For the Office:
 Padded mailing envelopes
 Scratch Paper - 8 1/2 x 11”, staples removed
 Bond paper, 8 1/2 x 11”, white or color
OR See our Amazon.com wish list for more ideas

His affinity for the ‘Natural
World’ began in his
childhood and
contributed to his connection with nature,
ultimately leading him to pursue an environmental
degree . “Its hard for me to say specifically what
interests me most in the environmental field, but
my overarching themes have always leaned
towards systems thinking and conservation/
restoration efforts. I could also see myself doing
other things but its hard to say at this point.”
That’s why our interns come here—to refine their
directions for the future.
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STILLWATERS’ STORE

GOT BOOKS????

STILLWATERS SHIRTS

Annual Used Book Sale dates:

HABITAT HOLLOW kids’ Ts feature a very
favorite spot at Stillwaters. Blue or Green
shirts, Children Sizes xS, S, M, L, XL $ 10

September 22 thru October 8
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays, 10 am - 4 pm
We need your books NOW! What can we use? All
kinds of books—new and old. What NOT to bring
us . . . Any encyclopedia, Readers Digest novels,
dated computer books, or badly damaged books.

HERON LOGO Ts — The favorite heron logo on either
long or short sleeved shirts, women’s or unisex. All
ORGANIC COTTON, high quality shirts!
Note: Women’s style sizes are fitted, & run
smaller. Sizes S, M, L, xL in all shirts. (not
all sizes avail)
Unisex sizes — traditional style Ts
Charcoal gray short sleeve w/blue ink, $20
Navy long sleeve, with light green ink, $22
Women’s style — scoop neck Ts —
Wasabi green short sleeve with white ink, $20
Purple long sleeve, with white ink $22
STILLWATERS CLASSICS — Our logo on
organic cotton hoodies or a large tote.
Women’s hoodie in Black, with white logo.
Women’s style sizes run smaller. $35
Unisex hoodie in Olive green, with white logo.

TO SUPPORT
STILLWATERS
___ My membership gift of $25.00 is enclosed
___ My additional donation is enclosed for
$ ___________
For the ___ General Fund ___ Property Fund
____ Rea Mowery Scholarship Fund

$35

___ Make it a ___ monthly or ___ quarterly
pledge donation of $________

TOTE — Ecru tote with navy logo. $ 10
EARTH DAY OWL T-SHIRT
100% cotton short-sleeve T with our logo
on the sleeve & Earth Day owl in
scrapbook patterns on the front. Dark
Chocolate color.
Sizes S, M, L, xL, xxL
$ 10

Please send
___ Kids’ Habitat Hollow T-shirts ($10 ea)
___ long-sleeve T-shirts, ($22 ea)
___ short-sleeve T-shirts, ($20 ea)
___ Hoodie sweatshirts ($35 ea)
___ Totes ($10 ea)
___ Owl T-shirts ($10 ea)
(enclose all details of style, color and size)

All prices include tax. Shipping will be added: $4 per
item. Discover, VISA & MasterCard accepted.

BOOKS & PLANTS

Please add shipping of $4 per item.

We have a large selection of used books always
out at Stillwaters, priced from $2 up to $100. Not
as many books as our September sale, to be sure,
but a good variety of fiction & non-fiction. Check
out the selection of Nature & Environmental
Books for kids & adults. Want to encourage the
“back-to-basics” inclinations of your loved ones?
We have lots of craft, gardening, home, &
cookbooks.

Enclosed is my check for $ _______________ OR
Charge $ ____________ on my card
#_______________________Exp. Date: _____
Signature: _____________________________
___ I have an in-kind donation of _____________
___ I would like to volunteer to ______________

The Native Plant
Nursery is open
whenever we
are! Drop in or
call ahead.
Prices are way
reasonable; we
want you to
think native as you plant this Spring!

Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
______________________________________
Phone: ___________ Email:_________________
Stillwaters is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization; all gifts are tax-

deductible, as allowed by law.
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Stillwaters Environmental Center

2017 Calendar of Big Events
Mark your calendars now . . . See page 3 for more info!
Other events take place throughout the year — if you want to stay informed, please get on our weekly
email listserv by sending an email to naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org . You can check out
the Stillwaters page the next time you are on Facebook; search for “Stillwaters” and click on the link to
our non-profit organization page. Or, go to www.stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org, or be old
fashioned and give us a call — 360-297-1226.

Watershed Science Night—A Bridge to the Future

March 30

March for Science—Stillwaters goes to Seattle

April 22

EcoFest—Love Your Mother Earth!

May 13

Marine Eco-Cruises

In May, June, September

Stillwaters’ Summer Solstice Potluck
Summer Science Camp

for Middle School Students

Annual Used Book Sale each Friday - Sunday
Annual Dinner & Auction

Stillwaters Environmental Center
26059 Barber Cut Off Road
Kingston WA 98346
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OUR VISION: Healthy Puget Sound
Lowland Streams & Estuaries
Stillwaters Environmental Center advances
scientific research, education, & restoration on
Puget Sound lowland streams & estuaries.
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Alicia Olivias, Joleen Palmer, Ken
Patterson, Linda Streissguth
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