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WHAT’S ON OUR MINDS - Reflections from the Stillwaters staff & board members
A BRIDGE IS COMING!!!
Estuary Restoration — PHASE 2

This is the culvert that first got our
attention when we formed the
Cutthroats of Carpenter Creek,
but as wisdom goes in restoration
work, you start restoration projects
at the mouth of a creek and work
upstream. So we went to work on Phase
1 — the South Kingston culvert replacement. As
you know, that took over 10 years to get funded
and built. But we always had our sites set on
getting to Phase 2 — the West Kingston culvert.
Patience is a virtue and a partnership with the
County, Tribe & WDFW is invaluable!

Carpenter Creek Estuary - Phase 2 - is soon
becoming a reality! This miniscule, 5’ culvert will
turn into a 150’ opening for fish, mammals, birds
and human critters to enjoy — with the tidal
exchange flowing freely and with about 3,750 sf
of new estuary area opened up under the current
roadway.
This Fall, we were delighted to attend the
County Board of Commissioners meeting, when
they approved a contract with the Navy to fund
the design and construction of a 150' bridge to
replace the tiny culvert under West Kingston.
After months and months of negotiation between
the County, the Navy, Fish and Wildlife, and the
Suquamish Tribe, all the details were worked out
for this mitigation project for the navy.
Design work starts this year with construction to
be done sometime in 2016 or 2017. This is HUGE
news for the watershed and estuary residents!
And something Stillwaters has been working
toward since 2000 when we started our
watershed restoration work.

Before construction starts on this bridge, we are
conducting baseline monitoring in the estuary
and marsh (see p. 5). We hope to be able to
clearly tell the story of this restoration project,
so that other critical Puget Sound estuaries can
also get funding to be protected in the same way.
Meanwhile, be listening for the very, very happy
salmon and the citizen scientists who anticipate
a very exciting change for our watershed!

Stillwaters Environmental Center engages
families & communities in advancing the health
of Puget Sound watersheds. This happens
through education, preservation & restoration.
The Board of Directors: Betsy Cooper, Kinley Deller &
Patti Pearson, Paul Dorn, Nancy Karle, Kate Kuhlman,
Naomi Maasberg,
Kathryn Owen & Greg Relaford, Joleen Palmer, Kayleen
& Paul Pritchard
Advisory: Wendy Armstrong,
Dave Hildebrand, Mardie Prescott,
Karen Ross

WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE

STILLWATERS SPONSORS

Find a place to jump in . . .
 Stillwaters Fish Passage Monitoring — Citizen

We are honored & energized by
our 2014 sponsors! These businesses have an
interest in a vibrant community, clean water, &
an educated population. Therefore, they
support Stillwaters.

Scientists are doing estuary monitoring, setting
up equipment, & recording data collected.
More work is being done on data interpretation.
Beach profiling, monthly water quality
monitoring on stream & estuary, & the monthly
bird count continue. Monitors needed!



STILLWATERS SPONSORS for 2014:

KINGSTON-NK ROTARY CLUB
SUSTAINABLE KITSAP

Interns from local High Schools, U.W. Program
on Environment & WWU-Huxley — connecting

students to the watershed & field work has
been excellent training
for them & helpful for
us. Fawn Harris &
Rachel Taylor worked
on monitoring, & Fawn
continues as a regular
volunteer. Lily Eckert,
Shannon Gill, Caitlin
Brionez were Nature
Camp assistants.

PUGET SOUND ENERGY
THE WILD BIRD — POULSBO
BEEBE, ROBERTS & BRYAN, PLLC
GAITLINK CHIROPRACTIC
Grounds for Change
Chinook Properties
Columbia Bank
Visit Kitsap
If you or your business would like to join this
auspicious group for 2015, contact Naomi (360297-1226).

Trail, Campus, &
‘Earth ’ Work — The








path under the new
gateway is completed,
along with some
important parking lot
improvement. The
pump house got a new
roof and wall repairs.
And the Triangle Boardwalk is getting repaired
after significant vandalism!
Outreach & PR — Our ambassadors went to
Farmers’ Markets & Fish Park Salmon Days
with the Stillwaters education display.
Event Planning — The Harvest Dinner was the
big event this Fall. We sold out the dinner and
raised $16,000! More Event Planners are
needed after the holiday for EcoFest planning.
Training & Teaching — Nature Camp, Beach
Walks, EcoCruises, Macroinvertebrate Class,
& Interpretation
Training.






Book Sale & Native Plant Sale — Our Annual

Used Book Sale was a great success, raising
$7000 just on local sales! We use volunteers
year-round with books to sort, & lots to list
online. Native Plants are for sale, available
whenever we’re open. They need tending, too.
Meeting & Planning by the Stillwaters Staff,
Board & Committees — New members are
needed on the board & several committees.

That’s a lot going on! No way to do all this without
lots of community support. See p. 6, call to sign up!

Thanks for these special donations:


Paint & supplies for stream simulator from Greg



Monitoring equipment, tools, library books from




Fund Development

— our usual fund
raising continues
while we collect funds
to improve the
campus.






Office Assistance
& Mailings — these


are critical! Jump into
a mailing party or help
out in the office.
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Relaford

Ann Rivers, Laurie Yamamura, Shari Evans
Office Supplies & Padded mailing envelopes
from many of you
Used Books from Trillium School, Liz Larson,
Dallas Lund, and many folks—don’t stop!
Bookshelves & furniture, tools & more from Don
& Marilyn Davidson, Maxine Palmer, Dallas Lund
Pest Control from Critter Ridders
Legal Advice from Beebe, Roberts & Bryan
Chiropractic Services from Gaitlink
Chiropractic Center in Kingston
Access to their land for monitoring from
Suzanne Arness, Jenny Davis, Steve & Sally
Heacock, Kingston Hill Homeowners

Our Senator’s view of
STILLWATERS

WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE (cont.)
INTERPRETIVE TRAINING AVAILABLE SOON

Senator Christine Rolfes was the delightful
speaker at our Harvest Dinner & Auction. These
are a few excerpts from her talk:

People have used interpretation to capture
attention, engage students, convey messages,
and promote good behaviors. In the last century,
interpretation has emerged as an organized
communication approach and a profession, fueled
largely by the National Park Service. Today,
interpreters work in parks, refuges, and education
centers like Stillwaters.

“Stillwaters brings all sorts of people together, as
students and stewards, to learn more about the
special place where we live and how we can
protect it and restore it.
“Through the advocacy of
Naomi, Joleen, Kari and
dozens of volunteers,
literally hundreds of acres
in the Appletree Cove
Watershed remain natural,
streams are cleaner and
flow more freely, wetlands
are restored, and an
estuary is flourishing.

Stillwaters is planning an intensive training
program in early 2015 for potential interpreters
and docents. Our educator, Monica Van der
Vieren, has provided presentations and workshops
for Woodland Park Zoo, Snohomish Conservation
District, Snohomish County Master Gardeners, and
many community habitat programs. Monica is a
Certified Interpretive Guide and a great, engaging
teacher!
Let us know very soon if you are interested in this
training; we’ll let you know the dates, etc. as plans
unfold. Contact us at 360-297-1226 or
info@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org.

“We live in a unique and
beautiful area, filled with
diverse and interesting
people. Places like
Stillwaters foster our connection with each other,
augment our public schools, and help to channel
our individual interests and concerns into
meaningful change.

Coincidentally, the INTERPRETIVE SIGNS
PROJECT is now well underway. With grant
assistance from Mountaineers, Kitsap Community
Foundation, and the State, we are developing
educational signs for the estuary, marsh, and
Carpenter Lake. We plan to have them installed for
next summer’s travelers.

“From Pierre deChardin, ‘The future belongs to
those who give the next generation reason for
hope.’ This is why we are here this evening: to
thank Stillwaters, to help sustain its efforts, to be
the future, and to give hope.”

The ENTRY
GATE PATH
installation
removed the
steps from the
parking lot to the
gardens. Both
volunteers, like
Kinley Deller,
and staff, like
Kari Pelaez, are
delighted to not
have to wrestle carts up and down those stairs!
Now if that wheelbarrow of rock would just take
itself down there . . . .

“RETURN OF THE RIVER” is an amazing film
about the restoration of the Elwha River. The
photography is stunning — see a preview at
www.elwhafilm.com.
We will have a special
Stillwaters showing
after the first of the
year, possibly with
“DAMNATION”,
another awardwinning film about
dam removal in this
country. We’re ironing
out the details—stay
tuned! Get on the
email update list to get
the news — see p. 8.

“A society grows great when old people plant trees
whose shade they know they shall never sit in.”
— An Old Proverb
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STILLWATERS ANNUAL AWARDS

STILLWATERS’ WISH LIST

Every year we recognize special people and
businesses with our annual awards. This year,
they were presented at the Annual Harvest Dinner.

Contact Naomi Maasberg at 360-297-1226 or
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org to
see if you have what we can use!
For the Program, Trails & Property:
 Storage space for donated construction
materials
 Lumber & construction materials in usable,
good condition
 Rolled or foam insulation
 Animal cages or hutches—about 24-30” size
or larger
 BOOKS for the used book sale
 Garden tools, Hammers, Pliers, Tapes
 6-foot or 4-foot folding tables (plastic top)
 Pop-up tents in good condition
 Non-perishable snacks, tea, coffee or cocoa
For the Office:
 Laser printer
 Scratch Paper - 8 1/2 x 11”, printed only one
side, staples removed
 Bond paper, 8 1/2 x 11”, white or color—
recycled paper is great!
 Padded mailing envelopes—LARGE sizes

The recipients were:
 Watershed Restoration Awards to Steve &

Sally Heacock, and to Kathy Peters



Margaret Mead Committed Citizen Award to



Sustainable Business Award to Jim Castanes



Stillwaters Volunteer of the Year to Bert

Marilyn Bode

and Castanes Architects
Jackson

In addition, we recognized our sponsors,
 Kingston Rotary
 Sustainable Kitsap
 The Wild Bird
 Puget Sound Energy
 Beebe, Roberts
& Bryan, LLC
 Gaitlink
Chiropractic
 Grounds for
Change
 Visit Kitsap
 Columbia Bank
 Chinook
Properties
Clockwise
from above:

Dave Roberts
accepts his
Sponsor Certificate;
Marilyn Bode, a Very Committed
Citizen in many circles;
Kathy Peters working on the estuary
restoration;
Bert Jackson,
our volunteer
carpenter
extraordinaire;
Steve & Sally
Heacock next
to the
Carpenter
Creek Remeander
Restoration
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STILLWATERS CITIZEN SCIENTISTS
—THE MONITORING PROGRAM
Our Citizen Science Monitoring Program never
seems to take a break — even in the winter cold.
The data we collect is very critical for a baseline
picture before the W. Kingston culvert is removed,
and for measuring the success of removing the S.
Kingston culvert — all helpful to keep the habitat of
our watershed pristine.
An example of a pre-construction, baseline study
was done last summer by UW intern Rachel Taylor
(top right). She collected and counted macroinvertebrates in the
salt marsh; her total count for the summer was 6,348 critters just
from her small sample sites!
Fawn Harris (middle right), from WWU Huxley, is working on
organizing and compiling all our various data sets, including
photo logs. You see them working in the Tree House storage
space. Both of them are gracious & very
flexible, as their portable lab/work stations
have been moved to almost every building on
the property, from one card table to another,
as we struggle for lack of quality lab space.
During the book sale, the monthly water quality
monitors and their equipment also have to be
moved from the shop to the Tree House. This is
just part of the gear being moved by Joleen,
our Monitoring Coordinator (lower right).
Any data we collect is only as good as the
accuracy of our equipment & our volunteers,
so our citizen scientists are trained adequately
& supervised well. We are proud to say that we
have been told by professionals we are “way ahead of the curve” when it comes to the quality of our
citizen science program!
More volunteers are always welcome, & YOU can be part of the team. If interested, contact Joleen
or Kari Pelaez at 360-297-1226.

STILLWATERS’ ANNUAL
HARVEST DINNER &
AUCTION
A great evening in September,
enjoyed by a capacity crowd at
the Indianola Clubhouse, raised
$16,000 for Stillwaters’ work!
Nara Deller narrated her ‘Prezi’
presentation on the Stillwaters
campus. Patti Pearson was one
of the astounding kitchen crew
members who prepared and
served the luscious meal.
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Volunteers are Making it Happen!
All of what we do at Stillwaters is done by or with our volunteers! Join us! Call 360-297-1226.
Here’s our crew so far in 2014 — Thanks!! *15+ hours **50+ hours ***100+ ****250+ hours
Jeff Adams
Ashley Alecci
Rebekah Alecci
Dan Anders
Sandra Bauer
Gretchen Beatty
Danny Beisel
Isabella Beisel
Marjorie Bellesiles
La Joie Bradley
Frederick & Melanie
Branchflower
Caitlin Brionez*
Bob Buck*
Darcy Cary
Ken & Betsy*** Cooper
Ian Convy
Selene Convy
Don Davidson*
Marilyn Davidson*
Ameena Deller
Kinley Deller**
Nara Deller
Patti Pearson-Deller*
Dave Dixon*
Paul Dorn*
Lily Eckert*
Lee & Vicki Evans
Shari Evans**
Sondra Fay
Carmen Gale
Carter Gale*
Madison Gale
Shannon Gill*
Mary Gleysteen
Madison Glines
Monica Glines
Marilyn Goglin*
Charlie Golden
Henry Golden
Fawn Harris**
Martina Hazen*
Sally* & Steve* Heacock
Dave Hildebrand
Debra Holland
Holly Hughes
Dorian Issa
Bert Jackson***
Craig & Zann Jacobrown
Severne Johnson
Byron & Sara Kane
Tim & Nancy** Karle
Ann Kilby
Bob Kirk
Caleb Kirkpatrick
Connor Kirkpatrick
Kurt Kuhlanik

Kate Kuhlman*
Omar Larios
Jim & Noel Leary
Susannah Lewis
De MacKinnon
Sally Manifold
Erin Mansfield
Linda Marcuse
Sue Michaelis***
Anna Moore
Linda Nelson*
Cindi**** & Tom Nevins
Mary Neyhart
NK Force*
Gianni Nyguen
Clarice & Rollin O’Dell
Kathryn Owen*
Francine Pelaez
Kathy Peters
Benjamin Pirtle
Chuck Pirtle
Rebecca Pirtle
Mardie Prescott**
Priscilla Prescott*
Paul & Kayleen*
Pritchard
Steve Ralph
Elizabeth Ramirez
George Ramsey
Faith Raymond
Greg Relaford**
Annie Roberts
Amy Roscak
Levi Rosenberg
Karen Ross
Rebecca Ross
Ian Schmid
Sonja Selboe
Fiona Shannon*
Grant, Sheila & Kiara
Sullivan*
Rachel Taylor****
Allie Tincher **
Carolina Veenstra
Jacob Wade
Kyle Watanabe
Judith Weinstock
Zoe Weintraub
Chelsea Wheeler
Henry Wipff
Audrey Wolf
Glenn Wooten
Laurie Yamamura**
Gordon Elementary Fifth
Graders

VOLUNTEERS ARE PRICELESS around Stillwaters!
You can get on our email list to be notified of
projects & respond when you can. Check out our
“Project List”, or make yourself available for some
of these ongoing opportunities:
SORT & LIST BOOKS: We need people to list
books online, in the office—we make half of our
book income with online sales. The books for
our Book Sale can be sorted now, also. Your
schedule is fine, once we show you the system.
 STREAM & ESTUARY MONITORS: Collect water
quality data monthly in the estuary or creek. We
do stream monitoring on Sundays; estuary
monitoring dates vary. We also need monitors
to help with the estuary sampling of soils, bugs,
& more. Training is provided.
 COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Help needed now for
EcoFest or Auction Planning, Architecture
Committee, & Development Committee.
 PROPERTY & TRAIL WORK: Special gardening,
painting, clean-up, & other odd jobs. See the
Project List for examples.
To volunteer, call 360-297-1226 or email to
kari@stillwatersenviornmentalcenter.org















Thank you!
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CURRENT PROJECT LIST
Cut trees fallen into paths (chainsaw job)
Fix gutters on barn
Spread crushed rock to ‘even out’ parking area
Paint door & rails on Porch
Build alcove & install windows in Gathering
Room
Add insulation above Gathering Room
Build Access Dock for Pond
Replace decking on big deck
Install solar lights on driveway
Remove Ivy & Blackberries at monitoring sites
Planting & weeding on green roof
Cut out holly in upper wetland & plant cedars
 Triangle
Trail – fix
boardwalk &
open up entry
 Pond Trail –
repair/rebuild
 Path to road
– trim up, open
up entry
 Apple Tree
Pruning

STILLWATERS’ HOLIDAY GIFTS

TO SUPPORT
STILLWATERS

NEW STILLWATERS SHIRTS are here!
HABITAT HOLLOW kids’ Ts
feature a very favorite spot at
Stillwaters. Artwork is done by a
former Nature Camper, Gianni
Nguyen. Blue or Green shirts,
Children Sizes xS, S, M, L, XL $ 15

___ My membership gift of $25.00 is enclosed
___ My additional donation is enclosed for
$ ___________
For the ___ General Fund ___ Property Fund
____ Rea Mowery Scholarship Fund

HERON SERIES Ts — The favorite heron logo on
either long or short sleeved shirts, women’s style
or unisex style. All ORGANIC
COTTON, high quality shirts! Note:
Women’s style sizes are fitted, &
run smaller. Sizes S, M, L, xL in all
shirts.
Unisex sizes — traditional style Ts
Charcoal gray short sleeve with
blue ink, $20
Navy long sleeve, with light green
ink, $22
Women’s style — scoop neck Ts —
Wasabi green short sleeve with white ink, $20
Purple long sleeve, with white ink $22

___ Make it a ___ monthly or ___ quarterly
pledge donation of $________
Please send
___ Stillwaters cookbook(s) ($10 ea.)
___ Kids’ Habitat Hollow T-shirts ($15 ea)
___ long-sleeve T-shirts, ($22 ea)
___ short-sleeve T-shirts, ($20 ea)
___ Hoodie sweatshirts ($45 ea)
___ Totes ($10 ea)
___ ‘Forest’ sweatshirts, ($15 ea)
(enclose all details of color and size)

Please add shipping of $3 per item.

STILLWATERS CLASSICS — Our
traditional logo on cozy organic
cotton hoodie sweatshirts or a
roomy grocery bag style tote.
Women’s hoodie in Black, with
white logo. Women’s style sizes
run smaller. Sizes S, M, L, XL $45
Unisex hoodie in Olive green, with white logo.
Sizes S, M, L, XL $45

___ Reserve a wreath for me ($15 ea—pick up)

TOTE — Ecru tote with navy logo. $ 10

Name: ________________________________
Address: _______________________________
______________________________________
Phone: ___________ Email:_________________

Enclosed is my check for $ _______________ OR
Charge $ ____________ on my credit card
#_______________________Exp. Date: _______
Signature: _____________________________
___ I have an in-kind donation of _____________
___ I would like to volunteer to ______________

“FOREST” SWEATSHIRT A serene green shirt
with “May the Forest be with You” design on the
front and Stillwaters’ logo & name on the sleeve.
Sizes S, L only $ 15 close out price

Stillwaters is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization; all gifts are tax-

MEMBERSHIP & SPECIALTY GIFTS
Give someone a Stillwaters membership or a
special donation to Stillwaters in their name. This
is a gift to Earth, & to your favorite Earth-lover.
Send us their name and address and we’ll send
them a card, or we can send the cards to you to
distribute. $25—$150

deductible, as allowed by law.

NATIVE PLANTS ARE THE BEST
MANY NATIVE PLANTS ARE AVAILABLE
AT STILLWATERS — Besides trees &
shrubs, we have some varieties of
ground covers, small plants & ferns.

All prices include tax. Shipping will be added: $3
per item. Discover, VISA & MasterCard accepted.
To order call 360-297-1226, email info to
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org,
or use form to right.

Call ahead, or drop in during office hours.

360-297-1226 — Cost: $2.50 — $25
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GOT BOOKS?
GOT SPACE?

GIFTS FROM NATURE
See the Stillwaters Holiday Gifts list
inside (p. 7) for ideas for gifts (or things
for yourself?) that will support the local
economy and an organization you love!
Don’t forget — you can stop by
Stillwaters to shop for gift items. There
are more items than what is in this newsletter—
you can shop for wreaths, used books, new
craft books, rain barrels, more shirts, & native
plants. Hours we are here are generally 10
am—6 pm, Tuesday through Friday. But
sometimes all three staff have to be gone at the
same time. And, because we live here, we are
often here at other times, too. So please call
ahead at 360-297-1226.

WREATHS ARE HERE!
The beautiful Stillwaters
wreaths have arrived
and smell divine! They
are 20” fresh, deluxe
wreaths, with cones and
a variety of greens.
Limited number.
Only $15!

The local used book sale was a great
success again this year, netting $7000.
The local sale and our online sales raise
about 15% of our annual income. We need
your books all year! What NOT to bring us:
encyclopedias, Readers Digest novels, old
computer books, or damaged books.
When & where to take them — Leave them any time
on the porch of the Tree House—the first building on
the left as you come down our drive. If you have a
big load, call ahead so we can help.
AND we need book lovers to sort and list books, too!
Let us know if you can help sort or list — 360-2971226 or info@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org.
GOT SOME SPACE? Starting January 1, we will no
longer have free storage space for some of the
building materials that have been donated for use
in the Tree House remodel. Mostly we have
lumber, doors and light fixtures. We are looking
for some dry, accessible space around Kingston.
Call us at 360-297-1226.

Stillwaters Environmental Center
26059 Barber Cut Off Road
Kingston WA 98346
nurturing a sustainable world through education

Return Service Requested

GET ON THE LIST . . . EMAIL UPDATES
You can get your Ripples & Reflections
newsletter via email, if you choose! You will
also receive weekly updates on the latest
programs. OR, you can get both the email
updates AND the paper newsletter. Just send
your email address and your preference to
naomi@stillwatersenvironmentalcenter.org
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